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HARLEM COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS HEALTH 

FOOT CENTER of NEW YORK
55 East 124th St.

(between Madison & Park Aves.)

Wednesday
8 am - 7:30 pm

55 East 124th St. btwn. Park and Madison Avenues, NYC
Call 212-410-8158 for an appointment

www.footcenterofny.org

Expert staff diagnose and treat foot ailments including:
Sports Injuries • Foot Pain • In-toeing • Out-toeing
Flat Feet • Ingrown Toenails • Walking Problems

Heel Spurs • Bunions • Hammertoes
Treating Adults & Children

Full-Service Physical Therapy Center
Diabetic Wound Care

Foot Pain? Diabetes?

Monday, Tuesday 
& Thursday

8 am - 4 pm

Medicare, 
most Medicaid HMOs, 

and other 
insurances accepted

Forensic Podiatry: A New Tool to Help 
Capture Criminals

We’ve all seen a 
police officer 
“dusting for 

prints” in a crime movie 
or perhaps in real life. Fin-
gerprints obtained from a 
crime scene are a valuable 
form of identification that 
can lead directly to a sus-
pect: ditto DNA evidence.

There is a new disci-
pline that deals with an 
entirely different body of 
evidence that can help cap-

ture a criminal. Forensic 
Podiatry is “the evaluation 
of evidence relating to the 
human foot, for the purpose 
of connecting an individual 
to footwear or a footprint,” 
according to a prominent 
magazine about crimi-
nal evidence. The expert 
needed to conduct such an 
evaluation is a podiatrist, a 
medical professional who 
specializes in the structure 
of the foot and lower ex-
tremity, and in biomechan-
ics, the science that exam-
ines the forces acting on 
and within the foot mechan-
ically, allowing a forensic 
podiatrist to deduce much 
about the person whose 
footprints have been left at 
a crime scene.

A forensic podiatrist 

may be part of a crime 
scene investigation’s foren-
sic team and may be called 
upon to examine footprints: 
made either by bare- or 
sock-clad feet, often visi-
ble because they are prints 
made in blood or made in 
material like mud or ce-
ment; in order to provide a 
profile of the footprint; or 
may be required to exam-
ine footwear, to help profile 
the most frequent wearer or 
owner of the shoe.      

Forensic podiatrists can 
also examine feet included 
in human remains; from 
the length and width of the 
heel bone a forensic podia-
trist can determine the sex 
of the person, for example. 
Footprints can reveal how 
a person’s weight is distrib-

uted, and reveal structural 
characteristics such as toe 
shape, their distance from 
the heel, stride width, limb 
length discrepancies, gait 
abnormalities, etc. that may 
help pinpoint an individu-
al. An expert has said that 
no two footprints are alike, 
but it takes an expert to see 
the differences. The wear in 
shoes can help a forensic 
podiatrist discern foot types 
and gait patterns. Some of 
the latter can be unique to 
individuals.

Podiatrists can deduce a 
lot about a living patient’s 
medical conditions and his-
tory from an examination of 
the foot. At crime scenes, 
the feet reveal quite a bit 
about victim and perpetra-
tor alike!

NYCPM
New York College of Podiatric Medicine

Get to Know NYCPM’s Faculty:
Eunice V. Ramsey-Parker, BA, DPM (’85), MPH

Associate Professor of Podiatric Medicine and Clinic Administrator of the Foot Center of New York 

As Clinic Administrator of the Foot Center of New York (FCNY), Dr. Eunice 
Ramsey-Parker happily has her hands full. “There are so many great 
opportunities here to work with students one-on-one,” she says, “helping to 
shape the doctors of tomorrow.” Administrator since 2008, she oversees the 
clinic operations, its budget, scheduling of doctors and patients, credentialing 
of the clinic and doctors with insurance providers, compliance with New York 
State Department of Health (DOH) regulations as well as New York City DOH 
requirements, licensure for the phlebotomy lab, and compliance with EHR 
requirements. 

Dr. Parker also works with Dr. Anthony Iorio and VP of Operations and 
Development Desander Más in community outreach, to ensure we have the 

providers, students, and materials we need for every health fair. She says that often, established FCNY patients 
stop by our tables just to say hello, while other community residents who attend our screenings become 
patients. “We sow lots of good will” at the fairs; she thinks it’s a good way of meeting the community. FCNY’s 
new credentialing by HealthFirst “absolutely will vastly increase the number of people who can come here.”

And she’s thinking about reaching out more; working with Mr. Más and NHEMA (New Harlem East Merchants 
Association) and the FCNY Board, there will be more presentations to the community. The new FCNY Board 
Chairman, the Reverend Robert Royal, wants the FCNY to reach out to the many senior centers in the vicinity.

Eunice V. Ramsey-Parker earned her BA in biology at Barnard College, her DPM here at NYCPM in 1985, was a 
surgical resident at NYCPM as well, and received her MPH in health policy and administration from the New 
York Medical College in 2009. She started working at the College part time in 1989, going full time in 1992. She 
was in private practice in the Bronx and Manhattan for 20 years, and while she no longer practices privately, she 
still works in a federally-quali�ed health center in New Brunswick, NJ, working with “an indigent population 
that needs a lot of health care. It’s hands-on patient care and it’s a joy for me.” She’s worked there for 22 years. 

In addition to all of this, she devotes time to her church. She is an ordained deacon at the Convent Avenue 
Baptist Church in Harlem, where she also teaches Sunday school as part of the children’s ministry. Dr. Parker also 
studies the Bible at the New York School of the Bible at the Calvary Baptist Church in midtown. 

by Eunice Ramsey-Parker, DPM, MPH
Clinic Administrator, Foot Center of New York DON’T MISS 
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